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The momentum of the second wave of Covid-19 infections has hit the
Cape Muslim community with an unexpectedness and intensity that we
could not have predicted. Their lifestyle makes Muslims more vulnerable
to become victims of poorer outcomes, like higher rates of diabetes and
hypertension, as well as a tendency to attend religious gatherings where
social distancing is often ignored.

Our community is in a crisis, and decisive action is warranted from our
leadership, lest the fatality rate becomes much worse. We pray that Allah
guides us, protects us, grants shifaa to all those who are sick and Jannah
to all our deceased, Insha-Allah.
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SHEIKH’S

MESSAGE

2020
A Year of Patient
Perseverance

Sh Muhammad West

All praise and thanks be to Allah our Protector, The Most Merciful, The
Most Kind. Greetings of peace and Salutations upon our beloved Nabi
Muhammad (SAW), mercy to all.
December is usually that time of the year where we kick-back and
enjoy a much needed break from work or school. It is where we are
festive, going on holidays and celebrating the gains made over the past
12 months. This has been a very different year and this is a very
different December. So many have lost so much that merely being
here as a survivor and holding onto those things most precious feels
like an achievement. In reflecting on 2020 and looking at the new year
ahead:
1. We start off by remembering and praying for
those who have lost their lives in this pandemic, to
those who are currently battling with this illness
and those who lost their means of livelihood. We
pray for Allah's Mercy, for shifaa and their well-being,
Ameen. Allah says: “Peace be upon you for your
perseverance. How excellent is the ultimate abode (for
those who are patient)!” (13:24)
Our mother Umm Salama narrated that on the death of her husband
the Prophet (s) said to her: 'When a person suffers from a calamity and
utters: 'Inna lillahi wa inna ilaihi raji'un. Allahumma ujurni fi musibati,
wakhluf li khairan minha. (We belong to Allah and to Him we shall
return O Allah! Compensate me in my affliction, recompense my loss
and give me something better in exchange for it.) Then Allah surely
compensates him with reward and better substitute.” (Muslim)
2. Appreciate that which is most precious
There are also many others who have come through this pandemic
only being mildly inconvenienced by it, being spared the worst of it.
For those of us who still have our health, loved ones and livelihood we
express our gratitude and praise to Allah for His Mercy and Kindness
and pray that Allah counts us from amongst those
who show appreciation before these blessings are
taken from us. Allah states in the Quran:
“And ˹remember˺ when your Lord proclaimed, 'If
you are grateful, I will certainly give you more. But
if you are ungrateful, surely My punishment is
severe.'” (14:7)
Beyond just giving thanks, let each of us assist
those less fortunate in this time of need.
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SHEIKH’S MESSAGE

2020 - A Year of patient perseverance
3. The second wave
We have noted that in the last few days a
resurgence of the number of active
cases. Many experts have said that the
infection rate is increasing at an alarming
rate, with hospitals being stretched to
breaking point as the curve continues to
spike.
We continue to seek the assistance of Allah in this time of crisis and do
all that is in our power to prevent the spread of this disease. Let us not
become complacent over this holiday period and put ourselves and
others at risk. As individuals we encourage every one to maintain
responsible social distancing and to practice good personal hygiene.
Furthermore, in keeping with the Islamic imperative of preventing
harm it pains me to confirm that we shall be keeping Masjid
Boorhaanol Islam closed until further notice. We have not taken this
decision lightly and have done so in collaboration with our mureeds,
other mosques and experts in the field.
4. 2021 and beyond
Through the devastation of 2020 it is hard to look at the coming New
Year without feeling a sense of apprehension and dread. 2020 has
shown us just how vulnerable we are and how feeble our plans are.
Who knows what further hardships lie ahead? As believers, however,
we know that every matter rests in the Hands of Allah. While we do
not know what Allah has decreed for us, we put our trust in Him and
feel that sense of security that Allah will only decree that which is best
for us if we fully rely upon Him.
“If Allah should aid you, none can overcome you; but if He should
forsake you, who is there that can aid you after Him? And upon Allah
let the believers rely.” (3:160)
“O Allah! To You have we submitted, and in You do we believe, and in
You we put our trust and to You do we turn (for help)…”
May Allah have Mercy upon the ummah and all mankind. May the
worst of this pandemic be behind us and may Allah grant our future to
be of blessing and happiness, Ameen.
May those who are ill be granted a full and complete shifaa. May those
who have experienced loss have it replaced with better and may those
who have passed on be granted the ultimate success of Jannah,
Ameen.
On behalf of all of us here at Masjid Boorhaanol Islam, we pray Allah
grants you all the best for this coming year, Ameen.
“Allah and His angels send blessings on the Prophet: O you that
believe! Send your blessings on him, and salute him with all respect”
(Surah Al Ahzab 56)

Allahumma sali a'laa Muhammad wa a'laa aalihi wa sahbihi wa
sallam.
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EDITORIAL

BOORHAANOL
BETWEEN A ROCK AND
A HARD PLACE
It seems ironic that while the Boorhaanol Centre building may sit
gracefully on the slopes of Signal Hill, the Boorhaanol Movement
currently needs to climb a mountain in paying the municipal rates it
allegedly owes the City Council for the building. The irony resides in
the rich history of this building, which once belonged to the City
Council as an utterly neglected and condemned entity, which was
then redeveloped by the Boorhaanol from the proceeds of several
annual popular Mini-Fetes.
Community Centre
For the past 50 years, the building has served the community as a
centre of education, social functions, sporting and civic meetings and
Newsletter collation, among many others.
Similarly, the transformation and restoration of the second oldest
homestead in the historic Bo-Kaap, from the cusp of destruction to
the elegant Boorhaanol House, bears testimony to the sacrifice and
investment of the Boorhaanol Movement in the community. This
building too, has been at the service of the community since the
renovation was completed in 2016.
For its labours, the Boorhaanol Movement now owes the City Council
a total of R12 500 on the 2 properties, while the rates going forward
amount to a combined total of R10 800 per month for the 2
properties.
Appeal
So if you were born with a silver spoon in your mouth, or you happen
to be the favourite second cousin of the Sultan of Brunei, or Covid-19
forced the cancellation of your round-the-world 5-star holiday, spare a
thought for the plight of Boorhaanol and donate generously to the
banking account below. Alternatively, if you are among the other 99%
on the planet who are just grateful for Allah's favours and your
compassion for His creation drives you every day, a monthly debit
order for any amount will be greatly appreciated.
Better still, if you should possess expertise or networking skills that
can lead to the scrapping or reduction of the monthly rates, the
Movement would certainly appreciate hearing from you.
Banking details
Bank: FNB Islamic Bank
Account name : Boorhaanol Social Welfare
Account no. : 6222 8966 464
Reference: Rates

For any further assistance contact the Boorhaanol office during the
day at Tel.021 424-1864. Wallahu A'lam.
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COVID FAILS TO
DAMPEN RAMPIES
& MOULOOD SPIRIT
On Wednesday 28th October 2020, the traditional Moulood
celebration at Masjid Boorhaanol Islam became another casualty of
the Covid-19 lockdown regulations, but innovation is the product of
necessity, and Alghamdulillah, both the Rampies cutting and the
Moulood commemoration went off smoothly, albeit with a few
adjustments.
The venue for the cutting of Rampies
was shifted to Boorhaanol House,
where Hadji Rukeya Esau,
resplendent in her Hadji attire, led
the proceedings.
Proceedings at the Longmarket St
mosque on Wednesday evening were
governed by the lockdown
regulations, with an entry registry,
hand sanitising, wearing of masks and
social distancing being implemented.
The programme consisted of the
traditional opening salawaat on our
beloved Prophet (pbuh) rendered by
Boorhaanol mureeds under the
leadership of Gamiem Khan. MC for the programme was Fadlah
Adams.
After Eshaa salaah, the 4 Riwaayat's of Birzanji were recited by the
younger generation, and this was followed by the ashraqal tunefully
rendered by the same group. After the closing dua, barakats were
handed out to the gathering of about 50 people.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE

Bo-Kaap Cultural

Hub
The Corona Virus (COVID19) is on every person's doorstep
and represents a crisis that is impacting the entire world
both economically and socially. The Boorhaanol Cultural
Hub needed to adapt to these challenging times, and successfully launched and implemented various social welfare initiatives.
New Poor
Whilst the soup kitchen has been running for the past 20 years servicing the poor, during the past few months a 'new poor' surfaced that
became unemployed as a direct result of the impact of the pandemic.
This significantly increased the number of poor and needy people on
the database that would ordinarily have been able to sustain themselves.
Solly Noor Foundation
This realisation meant that the Social Welfare Department had to find
ways and means to accommodate the increased number of people to
be fed and at times go the extra mile towards offering relief to those
in need. The challenge of generating income to service people in BoKaap including the informal settlements as well as the homeless on
the city periphery, was met over the last 2 months
through the mercy of the Almighty when the Solly
and Zochra Noor Foundation came to the rescue
and offered assistance. This was a huge relief in
meeting the goals of the Social Welfare Department, and we extend a hand of gratitude and
appreciation to the Foundation. During these
months 11800 people were served with hot cooked meals 3 times a
week and as part of an outreach programme other poor areas on the
Cape Flats were serviced as well.
Appeal
The distribution of 200 food parcels during November from donations
received brought a further relief after the bulk cooking ended in October. Going forward there is a growing concern that more and more
households will require relief in the form of food or food parcels and
to meet this concern is a challenge that can only be met with the sup-
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE BO-KAAP CULTURAL HUB
port and assistance of society at large. Their contribution will make a
difference in the lives of many a poor and needy person. The appeal is
that each person commit to contribute at least R100 per month for a
minimum of 12 months to contribute towards sustaining the various
social welfare programs.
Bulk Cooking
To generate income we have also embarked on bulk cooking of 100
litre pots of food for events and distribution to poor areas of your
choice at a cost of R3800 for 200 to 220 servings (details in attached
advert). Feel free to contact the Head of Social Welfare for any further
clarity that may be required. May the Almighty protect us and grant us
the gift of giving and sharing with those less fortunate.

Bo-Kaap
Cultural

BULK
COOKING
SERVICE

Hub
SOCIAL SERVICES

COOKING FOR YOUR FUNCTION
OR DISTRIBUTION TO THE
POOR AND NEEDY
Chicken Akni
Lamb Akni
Chicken/Lamb Curry
Lentil Curry
Dhal (Meat/Chicken/Plain)
Veggie Soup
Stews with meat

PRICES

Sugarbeans
Carrot and peas

range from
R

1,500 - 4,500

R

All stews and
curries include
rice

per 100 litre pot
serving 200
people

Prices negotiable for contracts
For more information or to place an order, please contact
Masturah Adams on Tel.083 286 2480 or the ofce
on Tel.021 423-7460
Boorhaanol Islam Movement Newsletter
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QUO VADIS?
BC et ERF 162828
At a special Exco meeting held on Monday 26th October, 2020, the
future plans of the Boorhaanol Centre and the accompanying Erf
162828 was discussed. A framework document had been circulated to
Exco members prior to the meeting, and this had followed on the
concept plans that Hassan Asmal had presented at the Movement's
AGM on Sunday 12th July 2020.

The consensus that the meeting reached was that it supported the
concept of developing a flexible facility at the site, based on its history
and the Movement's broad objective to improve the quality of life of
our people. It was emphasised that development must take place in a
sustainable manner, and that the key equation for the Movement
must always be to balance services to the community with incomegenerating endeavours that will fund these services.
The challenge as far as the development is concerned, would be to
develop entities in the short-term that will not preclude further
development in the medium to long-term.
At the subsequent Exco meeting, it was agreed that the needs study
undertaken a few years ago be reviewed, coupled with a list of
potential sources of income generation, that will allow the Movement
the financial, constitutional and philosophical mandate to proceed
with the project.
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BO-KAAP
ROCKED
BY CHILD
ABUSE
The community of Bo-Kaap was shaken to its core on Wednesday 21st
October 2020, when allegations of sexual abuse was levelled against 2
very prominent educationists in the area by their own family member.
A storm of protest ensued over the following few days, with the MJC
issuing a statement the following day strongly condemning such
behaviour and acting by suspending one of the alleged perpetrators
from their Education Forum with immediate effect.
NEVER AGAIN
A placard protest was held by Bo-Kaap residents on the corner of
Wale and Buitengracht Streets, with Masturah Adams insisting that
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BO-KAAP ROCKED BY CHILD ABUSE
there are many other victims suffering in silence, and that the
community must ensure that such heinous crimes are never repeated
again. The Economic Freedom Fighters also staged a protest march to
the residence of one of the alleged perpetrators, where a
memorandum was handed over to a family member.
SPEAK OUT
Two days later at Jumuah Sheikh West
delivered a powerful lecture
condemning in the strongest terms the
abuse of children, which is compounded
by a culture of not speaking out against
both the acts and the perpetrators.
He urged his audiences to muster the
courage to speak out against such
practices, while his message to parents
was to strive to have an open
relationship with your children so that they will feel at ease in telling
you about such unwanted approaches.
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nursery and pre-primary school
Report by Principal Nuha Dramat

BIDDING FAREWELL LEARNERS
On Tuesday, 15th of December 2020,
the Boorhaanol Nursery School
fraternity bade farewell, amidst much
love and gratitude, to a group of 13
learners who have been with us for a
number of years. Five of this group we
met as mere 18-month olds in nappies
toddling along the classroom, eager and
ready to discover and experience what
was to come. Graduation is always a
bittersweet event as we as teachers
have to let them go to take on the new
challenge of primary school. Yet at the same time, aware that we have
done what we could in view of all the external circumstances to
ensure they are ready for school, ready to learn and serve,
Alghamdulillah.
Embracing the Covid challenge we streamed our Graduation live via
Google Meet for parents to enjoy their children's Graduation. Our
theme for the Graduation was “Happy”. Our learners performed songs
from the timeless classic, “The Sound of Music”, showed parents what
they have been taught in summary via recitals and did their
Graduation poem with pride.
We are extremely proud of these learners as they have risked to come
to school daily since August, for the sake of knowledge. The
Boorhaanol Team is extremely grateful to these families. It was our
honour to serve, love and care for them, Alghamdulillah. We make
duah for barakah and ghayr in all areas of their lives. Ameen. Stay
Home and Stay Safe!
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FROM OUR ONE
& ONLY Part 2

Hadji Taliep Salie
on the occasion of his
80th Birthday
In the previous Newsletter in September 2020 we published Part 1 of
our tribute to Hadji Taliep Salie, a true stalwart of the Boorhaanol
Movement. At that time it was the eve of his 80th birthday, so we
took the opportunity to ask various people whose lives he had
touched to pay tribute to this remarkable human being.
On his 80th birthday on Thursday 1st October 2020, Sheikh
Muhammad West and our Chairman Mr Saied Solomons, delivered a
special A2-sized poster to him at his house depicting the various roles
Hadji Taliep had played at the mosque, the community, the sporting
field and within his family.

In this Part 2 we publish the thoughts, memories and experiences of
Hadji Taliep in his own words to a series of questions we had posed
to him after his birthday.
A' oethu Billahi Mina Shaytaan Nir rajeem, Bismillahir Raghmaanir Rahim

Assalamu Alaykum Warahmatullah
Firstly, Shukran to all the good wishes and congratulations received on
my 80th birthday. I do really appreciate every one of them. May Allah
(SWT) accept all duahs, Insha-Allah, Ameen. My special day was spent
with my wife and children. We had an open air "braai" at my son's
place in Newlands. Shukran to Boorhaanol for the beautiful poster
received. I was speechless with a few knots in my throat. I have it
hanging in the passage for everyone to see it. I did not expect it. As
always, at a birthday, one thinks of and misses one's parents.
MY PARENTS
My father Hadj Salie Salie was a plasterer hard working and strict. We
had to be in the house by Maghrieb and each one of us brothers had
to make athaan, taking turns. He was also a WP Cricketer playing in
the Barnato Tournament 1945 at Mowbray, Cape Town. He was
Boorhaanol Islam Movement Newsletter
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Hadji Taliep Salie - on the occasion of his 80th birthday
chairman at Boorhaanol in the early days.
My mother Hadj Fatima was a housewife
also strict "no nonsense". She never
complained of anything. Be thankful for
what you get, Alghamdullilah, it pays off.
The first thing she would ask before one can
eat was, did you make salaah? No salaah, no
food.
MY YOUTH
Growing up in the Bo-Kaap was wonderful.
At first, we used to stay on the corner of
Pentz and Leeuwen Streets. I was born there on the 1st October 1940
during the World War II. We moved to 212 Longmarket Street, BoKaap in 1945, just at the top of the street of the Boorhaanol Mosque.
When I was 10 years old, I had the opportunity to make Athaan on the
Minaraat. We used to play in the mosque as well, but this is how we
learnt of the Deen of Islam in the mosque. Very few children attended
mosque. Now in this time, their excuse is we must study or do
homework. In my early days I used to go to Moslem School (Madrassa)
by Boeta "Ha", but we had time to play cricket or rugby before
Maghrieb. Homework and study was done at night.
We were 7 brothers in all - no sisters. We were very close because we
used to sleep all in one room and teased one another, sometimes
fighting (but not seriously). We also played cricket and rugby together,
helped one another with study or madrassa lessons. We were all very
energetic and had to scrub and polish floors as well.
Now being a husband, a father, and a grandfather - it's a different ball
game. I have learned a lot from our late Imam Abdurahman Bassier,
his character, the way he spoke to his children, mureeds and friends.
Love your children, spend time with them, guide them at all times and
even play with them but education is important. Spoil your
grandchildren but encourage them to learn. Education is important.
Being a sporty man came natural to me. I have played rugby and
cricket, but I did not neglect my family. On retiring from sports, I have
never encouraged my children to do sports seriously due to the
apartheid policy. My boys prefer cycling and road running. Mogamad
Saliegh and Ebrahim cycle in the Two Oceans and Siraaj runs
comrades. The others also cycle and do running.
SPORTING HIGHLIGHTS
Rugby - represented WP from 1965, 1970, 1971, 1972, 1973.
Highlights - winning SA Cup 1971, 1972, 1973. 1973 was my final
appearance against G West. I scored 2 times and a drop goal. We won
by 34 -15.
Club rugby played for Stars. Grand challenge champions 1969, 1970,
1971, 1972, 1973.
My toughest opponent in Rugby was Manie Taliep centre of Rangers.
Cricket - represented WP in 1967-1975.
I was selected in the Tiny Abed's XI vs Basil D'Oliveira's XI at the Green
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Hadji Taliep Salie - on the occasion of his 80th birthday

Point track.
At club cricket, I played for Ottomans CC at the age of 22 years. I
scored the fastest century of the season. 134 not out in 90 minutes.
My toughest opponent in cricket was Lefty Adams of Pirates.
SERVING SOCIETY
When I retired from cricket and rugby, I decided to spend more time
at mosque and commit myself to serve on the Boorhaanol Committee.
After being elected as chairman of Boorhaanol Mosque, I felt that it
was my duty to represent Boorhaanol in every organisation in the BoKaap:
a) Masajied of the Bo-Kaap
b) Boorhaanol social
c) Ghatam Jama "Ghiratoel Iegsaan"
d) Supporting Schotche Kloof/ Walmer Ghatam Jamaah, etc.
e) Attend to janazahs if required
f) And never refused an invitation for functions or weddings etc.
PIVOTAL ROLES IN MY LIFE
Besides my father and my mother, people who played
an important role in my life were Sheikh Shakier
Gamieldien and Imam Abdurahman Bassier.
1. Sheikh Shakier Gamieldien - Sitting in his lectures
really opened my mind to the Deen of Islam.
2. Imam Abdurahman Bassier - He was my role
model. The way he spoke to people, always smiling, no
duty was too big for him. He respected all people,
irrespective of colour or religion. He really showed
character. He was kind and gentle and had a good
sense of humour. I always joined him and Boeta Aziz to
thikr. He really showed me the way forward and he was
very encouraging.
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Hadji Taliep Salie - on the occasion of his 80th birthday
SPIRITUAL
In 1965, I went on Hajj. It was a journey not to forget. I was unmarried
and spent more than 4 months in Mecca. Learning was the criteria and
had set me a good platform for the future. When I came back, my first
intention was to get married as I was already engaged at the time. This
was the highlight of my life. (1965-1967)
COVID-19
The Covid-19 pandemic forced the closure of the
Boorhaanol Mosque which really affected me. Being 79
years old, I was advised not to go out and about,
including attending janazahs. This was the first time that I
did not attend mosque for 8 months up until now. My
children were restricted from visiting us. Siraj (optometrist) and Dr
Mogamad Saliegh (dentist) just stayed away until recently or they
stood outside on the stoep to talk to us. Luckily, we had our daughter
Shafieqah to do all our shopping. Having said all this, I missed the
mosque, but was grateful to Sheikh Mohammad West for sending us
the Khutbah lectures.
LOOKING FORWARD
I would love to spend more time with my grandchildren and guide
them to the future. I will still attach myself to the mosque and to
Masajiet of the Bo-Kaap and to ghatam jamaas as well as Boorhaanol
Social Welfare.
BO-KAAP
This is a wonderful place to stay, there is nothing like Bo-Kaap.
a) The athaans
b) The ghatams/thikrs
c) The moulood celebration
d) Muharram celebration
e) Ghatam Al Quraans
f) The Qurbaans
g) Not forgetting the Ramadaan vibe
The current challenge for the future
is to uphold these traditions and
don't ever let them die out.
BOORHAANOL EXCO
To the Boorhaanol Exco, I can only
ask them to move forward and
improve our facilities. Plan for the
future. We have our Boorhaanol
House. Then we can expand extra
classes and garage and flats to be
built in Dorp Street.
And the Boorhaanol Centre that has
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Hadji Taliep Salie - on the occasion of his 80th birthday
been planned for. The
Hub is really doing well.
Thanks to Masturah and
her team. I hope it will
expand in the future and
do not neglect the needy.
My appeal to our
mureeds is to support us
and get involved.
MY WIFE
Finally, I wish to thank my
wife Fatima (Fatie) for
her support over the
years and allowing me to
do what was asked from
me. She is a pillar of
strength, having 6
children was no joke to
raise. Nothing was too
big for her and she never
said "no" to anyone who
asked for help. She is a very friendly person, who can talk to anyone
with a smile. She upholds family ties, and all her sisters and brothers
visit her on Saturday afternoons. She loves to entertain them. As a
housewife, she is second to none. She is too beautiful for words.
Shukran to all, well wishes.
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Catalogue of Talks
The pre-Khutbah talks delivered by Sheikh
Muhammad West each Friday are both wideranging and highly informative. Anyone
interested in being on the electronic mailing list
for these talks, or would like copies of talks
already delivered, is urged to WhatsApp/SMS
their name to Tel.084 222 1308 to be included on that list. Herewith
follows the topics discussed by Sheikh Muhammad West recently.
18 September 2020

25 September 2020

2 October 2020

12 June
9 October 2020

16 October 2020

23 October 2020

28 October 2020

30 October 2020

6 November 2020

MOULOOD

Ml Saalim Williams
Sh Muhammad West
on leave this week

13 November 2020

20 November 2020

27 November 2020

4 December 2020

11 December 2020

18 December 2020

Boorhaanol Islam Movement Newsletter

17

Issue No.43 - Rabil-el-Akhir 1442 - Dec 2020

USEFUL CONTACT
NUMBERS
M Saied Solomons (Exco Chair) - Tel.021 424-4629, 083 6280064
Mohammad Groenewald (Vice-Chair) - Tel.073 826 4959
Abdul Muhaimin Bassier (Secretary General) - Tel. 084 222 1308
Abduraghman Mayman (Finance) - Tel.082 418 8247
Sheikh Muhammad West - Tel.082 785 0032
Hadji Taliep Salie (Emergencies) - Tel. 021 424 9365, 084 307 5204
Yusrah Salaam (Boorhaanol Office) - Tel.021 424 1864
Nuha Dramat (Nursery School Principal) - Tel.021 423 7690
Masturah Adams (Social Welfare) - Tel.021 424 2759, 083 286 2480
Bo-Kaap Cultural Hub - Tel.021 423-7460
Akbar Allie (Nursery School Chairman) - Tel. 082 962 8553
Faatimah Ariefdien (Youth) - Tel.078 337 2924
Kiyaam Bassier (Publications) - Tel.083 793 3123
Yusuf Johaar (Maintenance) - Tel.083 732 7301
Sensei Cassiem Davids (Karate) Tel.021 423 7047
Isgaak Abrahams (Boorhaanol Centre Custodian) Tel.073 567 3073
H Mustapha Amod (Resident Caretaker) - Tel.064 926 7815
NOTE: For any urgent or emergency matter, contact Hadji Taliep
Salie at the above numbers and he will direct you further.
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