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Laylatul Mi'raj 

The journey of our beloved Prophet (pbuh) from 

Mecca to Jerusalem and then up to the heavens in 

one night is commemorated  annually in Cape Town 

as Laylatul-Mi'raj, and heralds the spiritual season 

that peaks during the holy month of Ramadaan. This 

season coincides with a hectic period in 

Boorhaanol's calendar, from publications to activi-

ties at the Boorhaanol Centre and the mosque. This 

year Boorhaanol Nursery School classes will move to 

the revamped building at 81 Dorp Street, hopefully 

one week before the month of Ramadaan.

New plans 

The year started with a strategy meeting adopting 

the business plan which was drawn up by the 

mosque committee's vice-Chairman, Mr Saied 

Solomons, based on the recent workshop. A key 

weakness identified in the plan was the lack of ade-

quate human resources in the Movement. While the 

plan addresses this issue via a few medium-term 

strategies, there is an urgent need for help over the 

next few weeks. Another shortcoming is the lack of 

regular, reliable income streams which will fund the 

many projects undertaken by the Movement. The 

reconstruction project at 81 Dorp Street in the Bo-

Kaap is a case in point.

Nursery school upgrade

From the brink of total collapse, the building at 81 

Dorp Street has been expertly restored according to 

heritage requirements. It is almost ready to receive 

the Boorhaanol Nursery School kids at the end of 

May. This turnaround has been made possible by 

the sacrifices of a few people, however a consider-

able sum is needed to complete the first phase of 

the project.  We make an urgent appeal to all 

Boorhaanol stakeholders to take ownership of this 

responsibility by ensuring that by the end of May 

the historic building is ready and that the relocation 

of Nursery School classes proceeds smoothly.

Help to build our children's future

All assistance is welcome, be it cash, equipment, 

professional and artisanal skills, or simply offering 

one hour of your time to help with the moving or 

the landscaping. The historic building at 81 Dorp St 

is set to become an educational, cultural and tourist 

hub. This is your chance to do your bit by offering 

sadaqah in cash or kind which will reap great re-

wards today and in the future, Insha-Allah.Allah.

EDITORIAL

In the Name of Allah Most Beneficent Most Merciful.

“Exalted is He who took His Servant by night from al-Masjid al-Haram to al-Masjid 
al- Aqsa, whose surroundings We have blessed, to show him of Our signs. Indeed, He 
is the Hearing, the Seeing”. Surah 17: 1 

In the 12th year of prophethood, Allah Almighty took the holy Prophet (sws) on the 
most spectacular journey; firstly the Isra, from Makkah to Jerusalem, and then the 
Miraj or Ascension to the seven heavens and beyond.

This journey came at a very difficult time in the life of the Prophet (sws). He had 
experienced tremendous loss personally as well as extreme persecution against his 
dawa. To reassure the Prophet (sws) Allah took him on this journey.

However the highlight of the journey was that Allah granted the Prophet (sws) the 
wonderful gift of the five daily prayers which like the Miraj, is an ascension of the 
soul directly to Allah.

Through our solah we are reconnected with Allah who is the One who can fix all 
problems, satisfy all needs and heal our sadness. 

In these troubled times let us turn to our daily prayers as a 
source of solace and comfort as Allah says: “And seek assis-
tance through patience and prayer...” (2:45)

May Allah guide us and keep us steadfast on our prayer as 
it is the key to Jannah.

“Allah and His angels send blessings on the Prophet: O 
you that believe! Send your blessings on him, and 
salute him with all respect” (Surah Al Ahzab 56)

Allahuma salli a'laa Muhammad wa ‘alaa aali 
hi wa sah bi hi wa sallam

Wassalaamu alaikum waragmatullahi 
wabarakaatuh

Sheikh Muhammad West

May 2016Sha’baan 1437

MI’RAJ AND RUWA PROGRAMMES

Journey for 
the Soul

Recital of Surah Yaseen 
followed by a short lecture on 

Ramadaan Refresher
commencing after Magrib

Wednesday 4 May 2016 Sunday 22 May 2016

The Israa : The Journey
to the Holy Land

commencing after Eshaa
by Sh Muhammad West

LECTURE TOPIC

Laylatul Israa 
wal Mi’raj

Laylatul Nishfish 
Sha’baan (Ruwa)



BOORHAANOL CONSTITUTION SET TO CHANGE

Boorhaanol Loses Stalwart 

The Constitution of the Boorhaanol Islam 

Movement is set for a makeover at the AGM 

later this year, if changes proposed by the 

movement's officials are accepted by the 

membership. This is the outcome of the 

strategy workshop held in November last 

year. This was followed by a meeting in 

February when the workshop proceedings 

were presented as a business plan for the 

Movement. The last major revamp of the 

Constitution occurred in 1993, when the 

current structure was inaugurated, 

consisting of the separation of the 

Movement into the Mosque and BPDC 

components, with the Board of Advisors as 

the overarching body that links the two and 

assumes overall responsibility for the 

Movement.

Sketching the challenges

Drawn up by the vice-Chairman of the 

mosque committee, Mr Saied Solomons, the 

business plan gives the Movement a road 

map for the next three to five years based 

on an analysis of its strengths and 

weaknesses as articulated by participants at 

the workshop. It starts by sketching the 

challenges inherent in the social 

environment, especially the Bo-Kaap, and 

then calls for a vision and mission statement 

for the Movement that will define its 

purpose, function and values over the next 

few years. Thereafter it highlights the areas 

for improvement especially the lack of 

adequate human resources, greater youth 

involvement, better corporate governance, 

as well as financial sustainability through 

reliable and regular income streams.

Short, medium and long-term objectives

The objectives of the movement were 

grouped into 7 categories which will address 

these challenges:

þ· Change the organizational structure so 

that weaknesses receive  better focus  

þ· Develop a sustainable financial base via 

various sound business tools

þ· Strengthen the current Islamic Education 

programme

þ· Optimize the administration by adopting 

best practice industry methods

þ· Establish a strong marketing programme 

that will leave a positive impression on 

all stakeholders

þ· Focus on young adults so that BIM 

becomes their organization of choice

þ· Prioritize social services most needed in 

the Bo-Kaap

Way forward

At the 

follow-up 

meeting in 

February 

when the 

business 

plan was 

discussed, 

there was 

agreement 

that a 

fundamental change to the Constitution was 

needed to implement the above mentioned 

objectives. Abdul Muhaimin Bassier then 

outlined a new proposed structure which 

contained several key changes to the old 

order:

n The abolition of the mosque and BPDC 

committees as separate entities and the 

integration of their 13 sub-committees 

into 8 consolidated ones

n The Board of Advisors to be replaced by a 

small executive committee which will act 

on a volunteer basis and will have the key 

functions of oversight, legal responsibility 

and acting as a link between the 

subcommittees and the paid officials.

n In addition to the existing paid officials, 

the creation of a new full-time post of 

Finance Manager for the Movement that 

Hadji Salih Bassardien was born on 12 

November 1940 and passed away on 7th 

March 2016. Along with his wife Faldeelah, 

Hadji Salih served the Boorhaanol 

Movement for many years in various 

capacities, despite having stayed in Grassy 

Park since 1975.

He was born in Church St in the Bo-Kaap but 

lost his father Achmad (Tienie) when he was 

only 6 weeks old. Earlier his mother Nadima 

(née Saadien) had grown up at the 

residence of Imam Abdul Bassier at 77 Wale 

St in the Bo-Kaap. In 1952 the family moved 

from Church St to Chatham St in District Six. 

By 1975 they were forced to move by the 

Group Areas Act and relocated to Goolhurst, 

where the Bassardiens layed down roots for 

the next 40 years until shortly before his 

death when they moved in with daughter 

Ragiema in Grassy Park.   

Loyal Service

Hadji Salih spent most of his adult life in the 

service of the community, never expecting 

anything in return and never speaking about 

what he did. Since 1970 he was an integral 

part of the printing and distribution of the 

publications of the Boorhaanol. He was 

probably motivated by his wife Faldeelah's 

involvement as a typing teacher at the 

Movement. After their move to Goolhurst, 

their house was the distribution centre from 

which all Boorhaanol publications were sent 

to the rest of that area. Often the batch 

would arrive only during the early hours of 

the morning, but Hadji Salih would willingly 

wake up and then ensure its delivery that 

same morning. Another dependable trait 

was his attendance, along with his brother 

Abdurahmaan, at the AGM of the 

Movement, a not inconsequential deed as 

there are legendary tales of the late Imam 

Manie Bassier knocking on people's doors 

to make up the quorum for the meeting.

His health began to deteriorate in 2015 

when he suffered two strokes, and in early 

2016 cancer of the stomach was diagnosed. 

He is survived by his sister Rugaya 

Abrahams, 2 brothers Mogamat and 

Abduragmaan, wife Faldelah, 1 son Nizar, 3 

daughters Nadimah, Haneyah and Ragiema, 

as well as 5 grandchildren. May Almighty 

Allah place sabr in all their hearts and grant 

Hadji Salih Jannatul Firdouz, insha-Allah.



A dream come true

A good friend of mine constantly reminds me 
that “Things take time and all's in its right 
place”.  Algamdulillaah, after many years, the 
Boorhaanol Nursery and Pre-primary are on 
its way to Dorp Street. Due to the hard work 
of a couple of humble role players, the late Dr 
Abduraghiem Abrahams 
(Al-marghoom) dream is a reality. We are 
keeping the Amaanah we have been 
entrusted with. The biggest plus of this move 
is that it is definitely a win-win for all. The 
expectation and the motivation to move has 
filled us with positive energy that is 
benefitting all involved! So yes, although it 
took quite some time, more than a decade to 
be exact, it is happening and it is the right 
thing now.

Aunty Hajera Carelse's 
delightful cooking

The core staff team of 
2015 all returned in 2016 
.However, our cook, Aunty 
Hajera Carelse, will retire 
due to ill health. Aunty 
Hajera will be sorely 
missed as she was an extremely creative cook 
and all our learners loved her daily “out of 
this world” creations. We wish Aunty Hajera 
well and may Allah (swt) grant  all  her wishes 
for the future. 

Our Level 2 Teacher, Teacher Zaakirah Salie, 
went on maternity leave and has now given 
birth to an adorable baby boy. Insha-Allah, 
Teacher Zaakirah will re-join us later in the 
year.

New kids on the block

At the end of 2015, we said farewell to 25 
learners who left for primary school and we 

welcomed 20 new little ones. Our school roll 
hence remains more or less the same. Our 
theme for the year, in view of our new school 
in Dorp Street is “Best Practices”. In simple 
terms this means, we intend to do the best 
we can do and be the best we can be, as it is 
our belief that being the best you can be is an 
iebaadah for  our Creator, Allah Almighty. 

Rhythm and Rugby

The learning themes as well as the additional 
programmes remains the same. Our extra 
murals however now include two extra 
programmes. The first is “Rhythm Mania” a 
programme to enhance gross motor skills as 
well as rhythmic ability in our learners. The 
other extra mural starting in May is an 
“Introduction to Touch Rugby”. These 
programmes are offered at a normal fee. 

Tackling teenage troubles

We have also introduced a new “Adolescent 
Development Programme” for our primary 
school aftercare learners. Here we present 
programmes and activities to deal with 
adolescent issues such as bullying, drugs, 
leadership abilities, working as a team etc. 
The programme is presented by Sensei 
Samira Cassiem. 

Boorhaanol on the go

Another exciting feature of 2016 is 
“Boorhaanol Nursery on the Go”. Here we 
planned to take our learners to as many of 
the local educational excursion offerings in 
and around Cape Town. Thus far we have 
visited the South African Library as well as 
the Iziko Museum and in May we hope to 
visit the “Castle of Good Hope”. 

The move to Dorp Street enables us to 
offer an even better quality education as 
we will have dedicated classrooms and no 

shared spaces as was the case in Pentz Street. 
The teachers will save time on setting up and 
have more time to do what they do best 
which is teaching our learners.  With all of 
these blessings we cannot express enough 
gratitude to our Creator and all the 
individuals involved who have made this a 
reality. The move is set to take place before 
Ramadaan.

Ramadaan blessings

Insha-Allah by the beginning of Ramadaan we 
will be settled at our new school, so we can 
slow down and focus on delivering our 
service. It's amazing how Ramadaan forces us 
all to slow down. By fasting; abstaining from 
food, drink and all other characteristics which 
normally keep us busy, we are now more 
serene, conscious, and experience a growth 
in spirituality. 

We use this auspicious time to develop some 
of the characteristics of the beloved 
messenger; Nabi Muhammad (sws) - clarity of 
mind, humility and patience. We make duah 
that we all reap the benefits of the holy 
month of Ramadaan and grow in closeness to 
Allah, Ameen!

boorhaanol
nursery & pre-primary school

Report by Principal Manager Nuha Dramat

will be responsible for a wide range of perceived weaknesses in the 

organization and will be directly accountable to exco. 

Take action

It is clear that much work lies ahead to give effect to these changes and 

to restore the movement to its former dynamism and relevance.

Firstly, all stakeholders are requested to study these proposals and 

provide feedback so that a coherent and co-operative set of changes can 

be effected to the Constitution at the AGM later this year. Secondly, an 

appeal is made for anyone to avail themselves in assisting the movement 

in whatever capacity they can offer, as it is clear from the objectives that 

a wide range of skills are needed. Finally, we would like to express our 

appreciation and thanks to all who attended these two meetings and for 

your invaluable input in putting the movement back on the road to 

serving and empowering the people of Cape Town.



Our year has 
started with bang. 
The students 

competed in the Karate 
association of Western Province all 

styles championships in March, our 
students made a whopping clean sweep. 
15gold, 12silver, 11 bronze. 
From this tournament all students was 
selected to go the United world karate 
federation of South Africa all styles 
championships that was held on the 22 
and 23rd April in Johannesburg. 
9 students was able to attend the 
championships and they did extremely 
well, competition was tough and they 
worked towards getting there medals.

These are the medal winners of UWKFSA

Ÿ Sensei Samira Davids (bronze)

Ÿ Mikaeel Adams (silver)

Ÿ Imaan Soeker (gold, bronze)

Ÿ Sariffiya Soekes (2x bronze)

Ÿ Shuaib Cassiem (silver)

Ÿ Fierdous Appels (silver, bronze)

Ÿ Mujahid Raban (bronze)

Ÿ Maahir Raban (silver)

Ÿ Maahir Osman (gold).

We would like to congratulate all the 
students on all there hard work. 
Shukran to all the parents for their 
support. 

If you have any questions you can contact 
Shihan Cassiem on 073 1504363 and 
Sensei Samira Davids on Tel.071 9722457. 

BOORHAANOL MOTOBU HA SHITORYU KARATE

FOR THE BOORHAANOL RECORD ...

JANAZAHS

Our Imamat Team and Committee wish to convey their sincerest 

condolences to the families on the demise of their loved ones, and 

apologize for unintentionally omitting anyone :

n Jasmina Bufkins (nee Manuel) of Walmer Estate in 
December 2015

n Mogamat Imraan in December 2015

n Shahieda Allie (wife of Imam Shahied Allie) of Kensington in 
February 2016

n Faizel Manuel of Walmer Estate in March 2016

n H Galima Adams (sister of Imam Saleh) of Walmer Estate in 
March 2016

n Salih Bassadien of Grassy Park on 7 March 2016

n Ayesha Isaacs of Bo-Kaap on 7 March 2016

22 May 2016 Nishfush Sha’baan (Ruwa)

6/7 June 2016 1st Ramadaan

18 June 2016 Mid-Ramadaan Boeka with Orphans

5 July 2016 Maghrajaan

6 July 2016 Eid-ul-Adgha

MARRIAGES

n Insaaf Carstens to M Tofiq Haran on 4 December 2015

n Yusrah Bassier to M Tofiq Moosa on 6 December 2015

n Nassima Hoosen to M Salie Martin on 9 December 2015

n Hadiyah Allie to Naasif Mowzer on 13 December 2015

n Wardah Achmad to Nisaar Rahmaan on 19 December 2015

Hadji Taliep Salie (Co-ordinator)  - Tel. 021 424 9365, 084 307 5204

Sheikh Muhammad West - Tel.021 911 2360, 082 785 0032

Yusrah Salaam (Boorhaanol Office) - Tel.021 424 1864

Nuha Dramat (Nursery School Principal) - Tel.021 423 7690

Masturah Adams (Social Welfare) - Tel.021 424 2759, 083  286 2480

M Saied Solomons (Project Manager) - Tel.021 424-4629, 083 6280064

Sensei Cassiem Davids (Karate) Tel.021 423 7047

Isgaak Abrahams (Boorhaanol Centre Custodian) Tel.073 567 3073

NOTE: For any urgent or emergency matter, contact Hadji Taliep Salie at the 
above numbers and he will direct you further.

USEFUL CONTACT NUMBERS

Insha-Allah, this year will be the 14th year that our Ramadaan 
Cup-a-Soup Programme will be offering the following services :

a) provided daily to more than 200 families Hot Soup & Bread - 
bewteen 5-6pm from the Boorhaanol Centre. Four 100 litre pots of 
soup were cooked every day.

b) provided to 200Grocery Parcels -  Muslim households in Bo-
Kaap who are in need of additional assistance.  Parcels to be 
delivered to these households on Saturday 18th June 2016.

c) Mid-Ramadaan Boeka - On Saturday 18th June 2016 we will be 
hosting over 150 orphans from all the Muslim centres, and 
entertain them with a bus trip and fun activities for the day.

d) Mahrajaan - Cooking 40 x 100 litre pots of food on the night 
before Eid for distribution to the needy households in Bo-Kaap, as 
well as Muslim households in other areas on the Cape Flats. 

For more info or to contribute please contact Masturah Adams on 
Tel.083 286 2480 or the Boorhaanol Office at Tel.021 424-1864.

Donations can also be deposited directly into the following 
banking account : Boorhaanol Social Welfare, FNB

Long Street Branch,  A/C No. 6222 896 6464
Ref : Soup

P R O G R A M M E
Cup-a-Soup

 R A M A D A A N

B O - K A A P

Invitation to contribute



81 Dorp Street 
returns to 
Serve the Community

The restoration project on the historic 

Victorian building at 81 Dorp Street, Bo-

Kaap is about to be completed, with a 

shortfall of R300 000 to finalise the first 

phase.  The landmark premises can then 

be used immediately to boost the teaching 

of Boorhaanol pre-school learners, cur-

rently housed in the original Boorhaanol 

Centre. The niyyah is to make the big move 

at the end of May, just before Ramadaan. 

This will also create the space for the 

Boorhaanol Soup Kitchen to serve the com-

munity during Ramadaan.

First phase jump to completion

The countdown has begun to complete the 

first phase of the 81 Dorp St project, and 

we make an urgent appeal for any dona-

tions. A special thanks must be extended 

to those who have put tremendous time 

and effort into restoring the building so 

well. Two years ago the premises was on 

the brink of ruin. Alhamdulillah it has now 

been transformed into a vibrant centre for 

learning. Once the Nursery school has 

moved, Boorhaanol hopes to tackle the 

second phase - converting the ground floor 

into a venue to showcase the cultural tra-

ditions of Cape Muslims, a cultural hub for 

locals and tourists.

Rooted in history

The Bo-Kaap area's origins can be traced 

back to a market garden granted to free 

burgher Andries Thomasz in 1707. Passing 

ships and the growing city was supplied 

with fresh fruit and vegetables. On the 

estate was the Scotschekloof homestead, 

initially only a single storeyed building, but 

as the years went by, additions were 

made, including an outbuilding which is 

now 81 Dorp Street. This building served 

as a second homestead on the estate, with 

the original entrance to the farmhouse 

probably in Almonda Street, derived from 

the great number of almond trees which 

grew on the estate. The house in its pres-

ent form dates from about 1870 when it 

was given a Victorian facelift. As one of 

only three remaining market garden home-

steads in the Bo-Kaap, its historical signifi-

cance is clear. 

Moslem Progressive Society (MPS)

In 1973 the Municipality of the City of 

Cape Town legally sold the property at 81 

Dorp Street to the Trustees on behalf of 

the Moslem Progressive Society, a well 

established community organization under 

the leadership of the late Dr Abduraghiem 

Abrahams. The Deed of Transfer was en-

acted in 1977, with the express stipulation 

that the Transferee shall only use the land 

and the dwelling thereon as a preschool 

facility  and related activities. This project 

was then left in abeyance as the MPS tack-

led other projects and after the passing on 

of its founder and leader Dr Abrahams, the 

remaining trustees approached the 

Boorhaanol Movement to take possession 

of the property.  

Deed of Donation

In August 2007 the Trustees of the MPS 

and two Trustees of the Boorhaanol Trust 

signed a Memorandum of Agreement 

whereby the MPS donated the property 

known as ERF 9693 Cape Town, also 

known as 81 Dorp Street, to the 

Boorhaanol Movement. This historic ac-

cord was followed by protracted negotia-

tions between the Boorhaanol Movement 

and the City Council over outstanding rates 

which the latter claimed on the property. 

The matter was finally resolved and in 

March 2015 the property was officially 

transferred into the name of the 

Boorhaanol Trust.   

Rocky road

Unfortunately, in the intervening period 

from 2007 onwards the resident tenant 

vacated the premises and thereafter the 

building was occupied by vagrants who 

stripped it of all fixtures and fittings and 

also twice set fire to the building. The dete-

rioration of this historic building was rapid 

and by 2013, it had been reduced to a bare 

shell with the walls on the verge of col-

lapse. This alarming state of affairs was 

brought to the attention of David Hart, the 

City's Principal Professional at its Heritage 

Resources Office, who referred the matter 

to the Problem Buildings Unit for urgent 

attention. 

Fresh pastures for future generations

Despite the ongoing negotiations with the 

City Council to resolve the rates issue, the 

Boorhaanol Islam Movement decided to 

proceed with the mammoth task of saving 

the historic building and restoring it to its 

former state. Under the guidance of struc-

tural engineers Badroedien Sydow and 

Vernon Collis,  project co-ordinator and 

civil engineer Mr Saied Solomons, assisted 

by Shaamil Gamieldien and under the lead-

ership of experienced builders Hadji Sedick 

Williams and Hadji Sulaiman Emamdien, 

the strenuous tasks of stabilizing the major 

walls, restoring the plaster and the authen-

tic moulding as well as fitting a new roof, 

have been accomplished in accordance 

with heritage requirements. The installa-

tion of new ceilings, floors, internal parti-

tioning and doors at considerable expense 

has ensured that a priceless architectural 

and historical link with our past has been 

preserved for future generations. 

The point has been reached where this 

heritage building is set up to play an inte-

gral part in the education and culture of 

the Cape Muslim community.

CASH

EQUIPMENT

SKILL

TIME

Building

Specify:

Specify:

Number of hours

Landscaping
School Equipment

BANKING DETAILS

A/c name : Boorhaanol Nursery School
Bank : Standard Bank
Account No. : 52018 
Br code : 222 304
Reference :  81 Dorp Str
Contact the Boorhaanol office at 
Tel.021 424 1864 or 
email: boorhaanol@gmail.com

URGENT APPEAL
81 Dorp Str needs your help

 I pledge to donate (tick your box)

mailto:boorhaan@iafrica.com
mailto:boorhaan@iafrica.com

